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PADI INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE

PADI instructors are the most sought after individuals in the dive industry 

and the PADI Instructor Development Course (IDC) defines the standard in 

instructor education.

During the IDC we will use PADI’s extensive range of instructional materials, 

which support the most comprehensive instructor program in the industry. You 

will receive unparalleled support from our friendly and professional staff, who 

are dedicated to assisting you to succeed during your IDC, Instructor 

Examination (IE) and in your future, as a dive educator. 

This program allows you to pass on your love of diving to others and to truly 

change your life. 



What is the PADI IDC and IE?

The PADI instructor development programme is split into 2 courses: the Assistant Instructor (AI) 
and the Open Water Scuba Instructor (OWSI), which can be completed independently or combined 
as the IDC.  Both the AI and OWSI are developmental courses where the focus is placed on you 
learning and improving your new skills.

On both courses you will complete a varied curriculum of presentations, confined and open water 
workshops, discussions and candidate teaching presentations.

The AI course concentrates on PADI’s educational philosophy and methodology and will help 
you to begin your development into a successful dive educator.  You will learn how to teach 
in the classroom, confined and open water, in addition to covering the courses that Assistant 
Instructors can independently teach.

Upon successful completion of the AI course you can enrol onto the OWSI course.  

The OWSI course further develops the teaching skills that you mastered on your AI course and 
introduces the entire PADI system of diver education.  You will also complete presentations 
on marketing your diver programmes, the business of the dive industry, the law and the dive 
professional and teaching children.  Through this multifaceted course you will be fully prepared 
to become a successful ‘real world’ dive educator.

Upon successful completion of your IDC you are eligible to attend the PADI IE, a 2-day evaluation 
of your skills and knowledge, conducted by PADI staff.  Successful completion of the IE qualifies 
you as an Open Water Scuba Instructor.

At Deep Blue Scuba we are dedicated to ensuring that you succeed during your IDC, IE and as 
an instructor.  We provide knowledge review sessions on; physics, physiology, decompression 
theory and the RDP and skill review sessions, prior to the start of the IDC. These sessions are 
provided FREE of charge.  After completion of your course and IE our staff will be pleased to 
provide you with guidance and advice, on your career development.

Prerequisites
•	 PADI Divemaster or Assistant Instructor or hold a leadership level qualification from 		
	 another organisation

•	 Be 18 years of age or older

•	 Have proof or 60 logged dives (100 required by the start of the IE)

•	 Have been a certified diver for at least 6 months

•	 Be certified as an Emergency First Response instructor

•	 Have a medical, signed by a doctor, stating that you are fit to dive and completed within the 	
	 last 12 months. If you are planning to teach in the UK you will need an HSE medical.
	 Your medical must be valid up to the last day of the IE
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Required Materials

You must have PERSONAL copies of all of the following materials:
									         RRP	 Candidate Price
									           £		  £
IDC Candidate Workbook (current version with silver IDC decal)		  057.97		  35
Instructor Manual (up to date) – Book 					     137.63		  83
OR Instructor Manual (up to date) – CD-ROM				    161.71		  97
Confined Water Preparation Slate					     012.11		  9
Open Water Preparation Slate						      012.11		  9
Confined Water Cue Cards						      029.61		  22
Open Water Cue Cards							       022.54		  17
Adventures in Diving Cue Cards						      029.61		  22
Rescue Diver Cue Cards							       047.01		  34
Peak Performance Buoyancy Instructor outline				    010.88		  8
Project AWARE Instructor outline						     010.88		  8
AWARE Coral Reef Conservation Instructor outline			   010.88		  8
Open Water Diver Course quizzes and exams				    005.59		  4
Rescue Diver Course exams						      003.57		  3
Divemaster Course exams						      005.92		  4
RDP Table and instructions for use					     023.50		  15
Electronic RDP-ML and instructions for use				    019.89		  12
Open Water Diver Course manual (current Go Dive version)		  034.07		  21
Adventures in Diving Course manual (current version)			   028.64		  18
Rescue Diver Course manual (current version)				    026.77		  17
Divemaster Course manual (current version)				    025.01		  15
Divemaster Course Slates						      031.54		  19
Discover Scuba Diving Slate						      005.80		  5
Encyclopaedia of Recreational Diving (current version)			   031.79		  20
Diving Knowledge Workbook (current version)				    017.08		  11

These materials are also highly recommended and required to complete the pre course study:
Children and Scuba Diving						      021.70		  14
Law and the Dive Professional						      025.01		  15
The Business of Diving							       022.67		  14
Best of the Undersea Journal						      022.95		  17

If you require a number of the above items an IDC package can be purchased which includes:
IDC Candidate Workbook, Instructor Manual, Confined Water Preparation Slate, Open Water 
Preparation Slate, Confined Water Cue Cards, Open Water Cue Cards, Adventures in Diving Cue 
Cards, Rescue Diver Cue Cards, Peak Performance Buoyancy Instructor outline, Project AWARE 
Instructor outline, AWARE Coral Reef Conservation Instructor outline, Open Water Diver Course 
quizzes and exams, Rescue Diver Course exams, Divemaster Course exams, Children and Scuba 
Diving, Law and the Dive Professional, The Business of Diving, Best of the Undersea Journal.
					   
This package costs £285.

These materials can be provided by Deep Blue Scuba, at the above special Candidate Price.

You should also have a personal set of diving equipment.
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Course Structure
The AI course takes 4 days to complete and the OWSI course takes 5 days to complete.  All 
components of the course, bar the open water dives, will take place in central Edinburgh.
 
Courses are scheduled to coincide with a UK IE so that the skills that you develop on your course will 
remain fresh, at the time of your IE.  course dates can be found in the schedule at the foot of the Pro 
Courses page of this web site.
 
Please contact our staff to discuss your specific requirements.  At Deep Blue Scuba we appreciate 
that time can be limited and for this reason we endeavour to offer course structures which meet your 
needs.

Course Costs
>	 AI								        £300
>	 OWSI								        £450
>	 Full IDC								       £675
>	 IDC + EFRI							       £850
>	 IDC + EFRI + 5 Speciality Instructor courses			   £1225

In addition to the above course prices you will need to consider the following fees, which must be paid 
to PADI

IDC registration fee (payable directly to PADI)				    £94.30
IE fee (payable directly to PADI)						      £385.25
EFRI application fee (payable directly to EFR Corporation) 			   £81.08
CFC application fee (payable directly to EFR Corporation)			   £30.48
Speciality (payable per course, if you apply for 5 you only pay for 4)	 		  £30.48

N.B. Transport and accommodation costs not included in course fees.

If you have any questions about the PADI Assistant Instructor or Open Water Scuba Instructor courses 
please contact us on 0845 838 7785 or at info@deepbluescuba.co.uk.



Deep Blue Scuba

t/f: 0845 838 7785
m: 07904 139 259
e: info@deepbluescuba.co.uk
www.deepbluescuba.co.uk
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About Deep Blue Scuba

We are an Edinburgh based PADI SCUBA diving centre specialising in “executive scuba”, where we schedule our  courses 
to meet your time requirements. We are committed to ensuring that you get the most out of your course. To achieve this we 
keep class sizes small, so that you get more personal instruction. We will also provide any necessary remedial or additional 
training, to ensure that you meet the course requirements, at no extra cost. Our aim is to deliver your diving dreams.

 We believe that learning to dive is a process and not a one off course so we offer a full range of PADI diving courses, from 
beginner (open water diver) to instructor level. We also organise various UK and Overseas diving trips, through our sister 
company Deep Blue Scuba Adventures.
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Related Courses

Having invested in your dive education you may choose to take this further.  The Speciality Instructor courses 
allow you to earn additional money, learn new skills and to keep fresh.  Having completed 5 Speciality Instructor 
courses and taught 25 students you are eligible to become a Master Scuba Diver Trainer (MSDT).  Completion 
of the MSDT prep course allows you to complete 5 Speciality Instructor courses, which you are most likely to teach, at 
a slightly reduced cost.  During this course you will receive invaluable hints and tips to allow you to run your courses as 
effectively as possible.

The IDC Staff Instructor course allows you to assist Course Directors to teach Instructor Development Courses and to 
independently teach the Assistant Instructor course.

The EFR Instructor course entitles you to teach the EFR primary and secondary care courses, which are required by most 
people to complete the Rescue Diver Course. This course can also be offered to all divers and non-divers as a modern, 
comprehensive first aid qualification.   The Care for Children (CFC) course can be combined with the EFR course to provide 
additional expertise, specific to the younger patient.

During these courses we will use the most up to date training aids and mannequins and include the optional defibrillator 
use and emergency oxygen use skills.

•	 Speciality Instructor Courses		  •	 Master Scuba Diver Trainer prep
•	 IDC Staff Instructor Course		  •	 EFR Instructor Course
•	 CFC Instructor Course

Please see individual course PDFs for further information or speak to one of the staff about courses that interest you.


